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St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara
Founder of Carmelites of Mary Immaculate
This week I am happy to introduce CMI Congregation and its founder, St. Kuriakose 
Elias Chavara (pronounced St. CHA-VA-RA), whose feast is celebrated annually on 
January 3rd.  You may have noticed these three letters: C.M.I. after my name.  This is 
the short form of my congregation: Carmelites of Mary Immaculate, which was started 
under the leadership of St. Chavara who was a diocesan priest from Kerala India 
(1805-1871).  He was canonized on 23 November 2014 in Rome by Pope Francis. 

Saint Chavara was born on 10th Feb, 1805 in a village Kinakary, Kerala India 
surrounded by back waters and lakes. He joined the seminary at a young age of 12 and 
became ordained a priest at the age of 29.  To lead a more radical and holy life, he asked 

permission from the bishop to start a religious order for men (Carmelites of Mary Immaculate).  On December 8, 
1855 he made the religious profession along with other 10 companions.  He died on January 3rd, 1871 in the odour 
of sanctity, leaving behind the high reputation of a very holy monk.

St. Chavara also started a congregation for women (Congregation of Mother Carmel, C.M.C.), which has more than 
4,000 sisters serving in education, hospitals, orphanages and nursing homes.  While he was Vicar General of the 
Diocese, St. Chavara became the pioneer of popular education in India, and the one who inspired the Catholics to 
start schools in every parish along with their churches like our Catholic schools here in USA.  Today the CMI 
congregation is running 110 high schools, 113 middle schools, 10 professional colleges, 3 engineering colleges, 
10 hospitals, one medical college and the Christ University in Bangalore, the only Catholic University in India.

Amidst his diverse and manifold activities, he wrote books on spirituality and 
popular devotion.  His counsels to Christian families given in the form of a 
“Testament of a Loving Father” are universally applicable and are relevant 
to this day.  Amidst his several religious and social activities, he remained 
essentially a man of prayer and intense charity,  staying in close communion 
with the Lord, permeating his spirituality to all around him, and was accepted 
and referred to as a man of God, from his early years.  His mortal relics are 
kept in our mother house of the Congregation at Mannanam in Kerala India, where thousands of pilgrims visit the 
Tomb of St. Chavara in search of his intercession and blessing.

CMI congregation is a vibrant religious order with contemplation and activity.  It has 2004 priests (24 more will be 
ordained this year), 9 bishops having mission dioceses in north India, 604 Seminarians and 130 Novices in different 
stages of formation to become priests and in 43 countries as missionaries.  There are 94 CMI’s working in the US 
and Canada doing ministries in parishes, hospitals, universities, prisons, and mission to the Syro-Malabar Catholics.

St. Chavara Feast at St. Thomas More
For the first time, we are honouring St Chavara Kuriakose, the patron saint of families, with a Holy Mass at 
9 AM on Tuesday, January 3.  All are welcome to join for Mass followed by a small celebration in our parish Hall.

Fr Joe Mappilamattel

“Let there be no day in your life in which you did no good to others” -St. Chavara Kuriakose.

CMI in North America:  Serving in the Archdioceses of Boston, Hartford, Los Angeles, Louisville, New York, Seattle, St. Paul and 
the dioceses of Alexandria, Austin, Beaumont, Baker, Biloxi, Brooklyn, Camden, Charleston, Covington, Gary, Birmingham, Joliet, 
Knoxville, Lafayette, Metuchen, Miami, Minneapolis, Nashville, Orlando, Sacramento, Salina, San Angelo, Shreveport, Sioux Falls, 
Springfield, St. Augustin, St. Paul and Tulsa.  In Canada we are in the Archdiocese of Toronto and the dioceses of Charlottetown, 
Hamilton, St. Catherine and St. Paul, Province.  Recently we opened the first CMI Monastery in St. Paul, Canada. 



Celebrate the Feast of 
St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara,

the Patron Saint of Families

Tuesday, January 3, 2023
Holy Mass and Novena

9:00 AM
at St. Thomas More

A light reception and video presentation 
will follow in the parish hall.

“Let there be no day in your life 
in which you did no good to others”

 -St. Chavara Kuriakose.

Many thanks to our wonderful
Knights of Columbus, always willing 
to help out and beautify our churches
for Christmas.

Left:
St. Veronica Chapel decorating team.

Below:
The St. Thomas More decorating team.

And, thanks also to those who participated 
but are missing from these photos.

http://popepiusxii.org


SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER 
OF GOD
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31ST (Vigil)
      4 PM – Birthday Remembrance ~ Vincenza Masiello
      5 PM – for the soul of Jacqueline Gannon
SUNDAY, JANUARY 1st
      8 AM – for the soul of Carmel Martin
      9 AM – for the soul of William F. Sullivan
     10 AM – for the soul of Maria Joanne Mulroy
     11 AM – Birthday Remembrance ~ Harry Conetti
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 2nd
     9 AM – Birthday Remembrance ~ Michael Vigliotti

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3rd
     9 AM – for the deceased members of the Goodwin family

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4th
     9 AM – for the soul of Theresa A. Seita

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5th
      9 AM – Birthday Remembrance ~ Jessica Tylor

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6th
      9 AM – for the soul of Frank Gesmondi

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7th
      9 AM – for the soul Carmina Reho

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
SATURDAY, JANUARY 7th (Vigil)
      4 PM – for the soul of Patricia Fogarty
      5 PM – for the soul of Harrison Charles Goodwin
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8th
      8 AM – for the soul of Mina Mueller
      9 AM – for the soul of Gerry Jones
     10 AM – for the soul of Peter Bower
     11 AM – for the soul of Frank Palumbo

The parish office will be closed on 
Monday, January 2nd 

in observance of the New Year.

Thank you to all who donated to the 
Knights of Columbus Hat, Glove and Scarf 
drive.  These boxes represent only a portion 
of items donated this season to the Galilee 
Mission, Jonnycake Center, Narragansett Sr. 
Association and to Providence parishes.

Angela Sansone
Brady Family
Nassor Family

Mario Tomarelli
Jacqueline Collias

Margaret Ayres

Christmas Flowers
in memory and honor of our loved ones



Petting 
Zoo

at the
Manger

So much fun!



The true meaning of Christmas - Children’s Christmas Pageant 2022
Thank you to Kim O’Connell for directing, MaryTheresa Conca for coordinating, Marissa Maroni for 

the beautiful music, new parents of Greyson, our baby Jesus - Gregory & Brooke Horton and 
to all the parents who helped to make this year’s pageant such a success. 





- listen on your computer:  http://relevantradio.com 
 - get the App for your phone: relevantradio.com/app 

   - listen on your radio: AM 550 in the Providence area

Relevant Radio “ Morning Air” Show
Join Fr. Taillon at 550 AM every Wednesday at 8:00 AM
or listen on relevantradio.com

Pennies for the Poor 
The small donation boxes on the church walls labeled 
“Pennies for the Poor” goes to the Diocesan Dire 
Emergency Fund in South County, which helps with 
rental assistance, utilities and prescriptions.  Thank you.

Prayer Chain Ministry
If you know someone who would like extra prayers, 
please call Jean at 783-3403 to express your request.  
Volunteers are needed and welcome to join this 
important ministry. 

Men’s Bible Study
Our parish has a very active group of men who meet 
each Saturday morning in the parish hall at 7:30 AM 
to discuss the Sunday scripture readings.  This is very 
informal and all are invited to join. 

Gospel Reflections Group
All are welcome to join our informal discussion 
group which meets on Mondays from 10-11:30 AM 
in the parish hall.  Over coffee & refreshments, we 
read and reflect on the Gospels of the coming week 
and share our personal insights of those readings.

Pray the Rosary
The rosary is prayed Monday - Saturday after the 9:00 AM 
Mass at St. Thomas More.  All are welcome.

Rosary Repairs
Drop broken beads in the box in the foyer using the 
envelope provided.  Include your name and contact info.  
You will be contacted within a few weeks when your 
repair is complete.

St. Vincent dePaul clothing bins 
Accepts clothing and shoes. Bins located at the back of 
the St. Thomas More parking lot, inside the white fence.  

PRO-LIFE      CORNER

“And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the babe 
leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And 
why is this granted me, that the mother of my Lord should 

come to me? For behold, when the voice of your greeting came 
to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy.”

- Luke 1:41-44

Religious Education

Faith Direct
Online giving is very easy!  
Visit faithdirect.net and enter 
our parish code: RI147.  
Donations can be easily changed
one-time, weekly or monthly.

Happenings around the parish

There are no Religious Education classes 
the week of 

December 25th and January 1st 
for Christmas Break.

http://relevantradio.com
https://membership.faithdirect.net/RI147
https://membership.faithdirect.net/RI147
http://popepiusxii.org
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Avery-Storti Funeral Home & Crematory
Serving South County Families Since 1863

88 Columbia St., Wakefield  -  783-7271  -  www.averystortifuneralhome.com
Directors, Peter J. Storti, Joshua P. Storti,

 Joseph A. Notarantonio, Leah M. Corriveau
Traditional • Cremation Services • Monuments • On Site Crematory

Fagan-Quinn
       FUNERAL HOME

Family Owned • Traditional & Cremation Services
Michael F. Quinn • Patrick J. Quinn • Jerome D. Quinn

Michael J. Quinn • Steven A. DiLorenzo
Christopher Quinn, Manager

825 Boston Neck Road • North Kingstown, RI 02852
401.295.5603

www.FaganQuinnFuneralHome.com

O’Neil’s 
Package Store

366 South Pier Road Beer, Wine & Spirits

Narragansett, RI Mon - Sat 8am - 10pm

(401) 783-3272 Sun Noon - 6pm

Calvitto’s Pizza & Bakery
Pizza, Calzones, Pastry

SALT POND SHOPPING CENTER, NARRAGANSETT
783-8086

VILLAGE AT THE COMMONS, WAKEFIELD
782-2285

M-Sa: 7am-10pm
Sun: 7am-8pm

A Better Place To Shop
Belmont Shoppers Park
Wakefield - 783-4656

PIER LIQUOR
401-783-0333 

Separately Owned & Operated

WILLIAM J. 
RILEY

Plumbing & 
Heating

738-1688
www.rileyplumbing.com

N A R D O L I L L O 
FUNERAL HOME 

AND CREMATORY
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1906”

1278 PARK AVENUE • CRANSTON, RI 02910
942-1220

1111 BOSTON NECK ROAD • NARRAGANSETT, RI 02882

789-6300
Robert A. Nardolillo, Jr. • David M. Nardolillo 

Angelo M. Nardolillo, Directors

PRIVATE DUTY NURSING
HOME AND HOSPITAL

Cathleen Naughton Associates
S. Kingston Office Park-G-1

783-6116
Medicare     Private Insurance

Restaurant Lounge & Patio
1144 Ocean Rd., Narragansett, RI 02882

401.783.9770 • Fax 401.782.2838
www.spainri.com

sea food   sea friends   sea view

40 Ocean Road • Narragansett, RI
401.789.0700

thecoastguardhouse.com

l l

Fee-Only Financial Planning
♦ Portfolio Management
♦ Retirement Planning

♦ Estate Services ♦ Charitable Planning
♦ Offices in Narragansett and Lincoln

Narragansett
401.788.8151

Lincoln
401.727.8151

coastalfinancialplanning.com

Dan Mansolillo Real Estate Broker
“35 Years experience satisfying demanding customers”

401-944-9344 • cell 401-862-6888
info@mansolillo.com • www.mansolillo.com

Servicing Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts


