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A Message from Fr. Taillon

Pope Francis issued a lengthy document regarding blessings with people in irregular sitiuations.  
I would encourage you to read the document and not just stories about it. Bishop Barron put 
out this statement that I found succinct and helpful.  Let us pray for the gift of faithful chastity 
according to Jesus’ teachings for everyone.

On Monday, the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, with the approval of Pope Francis,
published a declaration entitled Fiducia Supplicans, which has given rise to a good deal of
commentary and controversy. The document allows for the possibility of blessing those in
irregular or same-sex relationships. Despite some misleading reporting in the media, Fiducia
Supplicans in no way sanctions irregular bonds or changes the Church’s teaching on marriage
and sexuality. It further specifies that no liturgical blessing can be offered to those in such
unions, but rather an informal pastoral blessing. This latter benediction is a calling forth of the
divine grace to help those who receive it to live more fully in accord with God’s will and to
enhance whatever is good, true, and beautiful in their lives.

I believe that the declaration is very much congruent with the pastoral instincts of Pope Francis,
who always wants to remind those who are living the Christian life in a less than perfect way that
they are, nevertheless, loved and cherished by God. To all of Jesus’ brothers and sisters, the
Church should never fail to be a source of welcome, compassion, and blessing.

December 20, 2023

STATEMENT FROM BISHOP BARRON



FEAST CELEBRATION OF ST. KURIAKOSE ELIAS CHAVARA
(Founder of CMI Congregation)

On Wednesday January 3, 2024, we are celebrating the feast of St. Chavara Kuriakose, the founder of 
my Religious Order: Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI). St. Chavara also started a congregation 
for women, Congregation of Mother Carmel (CMC).  St. Chavara was the pioneer of popular 
Catholic education in India and the one who inspired the Catholics to start schools in every parish 
along with their churches. While he was Vicar General of the diocese, he started schools attached 
to each parish like our Catholic schools here in USA.  

Today the CMI congregation is running110 high schools, 113 middle schools, 10 professional 
colleges, 3 Engineering colleges, 10 hospitals, one medical college and the Christ University, 
Bangalore, the only Catholic university in India.

By the grace of God, the Carmelite order is doing well. On December 8, the feast of our Congregation, 
64 Novices made their first profession and became members of the order. They will start their priestly 
studies in 3 major seminaries run by the Order.  This year there are 45 deacons to be ordained to 
priesthood and they will start their priestly ministry in India and abroad.

Feast celebration of St. Chavara at St. Thomas More
We are celebrating the feast of St. Chavara Kuriakose, the patron saint of families with a Holy Mass 
and Novena on Wednesday January 3, 2024 at 9AM. All are welcome to join, followed by a small 
celebration in our parish Hall.

Fr Joe Mappilamattel

 “Let there be no day in your life in which you did no good to others.” -St. Chavara Kuriakose



THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30th
    4 PM – for the soul of Donna Gunning
    5 PM – for the deceased members of the Delaney &
                 Kirwan families
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31st
    8 AM – for the soul of Robert Brown 
    9 AM – for the soul of Vincenza Masiello 
   10 AM – for the soul of Frank Kathy Palumbo 
   11 AM – for the soul of Michael McCarthy

MONDAY, JANUARY 1st (New Year’s Day)
    9 AM – for the soul of Albert Alba, Sr.
TUESDAY, JANUARY  2nd
    9 AM – for the souls of Frank & Theresa Heran &
     deceased members of the Heran & McGovern families 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3rd
    9 AM – for the soul of Bill Murphy 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 4th 
    9 AM – Special Intention ~ Maureen O’Brien (Living)
FRIDAY, JANUARY 5th
    9 AM – Birthday Remembrance ~ Jessica Tyler
SATURDAY, JANUARY 6th
    9 AM – for the soul of Antoinette Caphone
              
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
SATURDAY, JANUARY 6th
    4 PM – 1st Anniversary ~ Peter Slauta 
    5 PM – Anniversary ~ Mina Mueller
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7th
    8 AM – Special Intention ~ for the safety of all our U.S. 
                  military service members 
    9 AM – for the souls of Clara Merino & Claire Grande
   10 AM – 2nd Anniversary ~ Alfred Butler 
   11 AM – for the soul of Ronald F. Duska, Sr. 

The parish office will be closed on 
Monday, January 1st. 

Thank you to all who donated to the 
Knights of Columbus Hat, Glove and Socks drive.  
The boxes 
represent only a 
portion of items 
donated this 
season to the 
Galilee Mission, 
the Jonnycake 
Center, 
Narragansett 
Sr.  Association 
and to Providence parishes.

Additionally, based on our fundraising efforts with-
the cigar dinner, we recently distributed over 200 
new winter coats (17 cases total!)to several 
organizations, including;  the Jonnycake Center, 
St. Charles Borromeo, Mother of Life Center and 
Hasbro Children’s Hospital Primary Care Clinic.  

http://evangelizeri.org/yae


Celebrate the Feast of 
St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara,

the Patron Saint of Families

Wednesday, January 3, 2024
Holy Mass and Novena

9:00 AM
at St. Thomas More

A light reception will follow in the parish hall.

“Let there be no day in your life 
in which you did no good to others.”

 -St. Chavara Kuriakose



The true meaning of Christmas - Children’s Christmas Pageant 2023
Thank you to Kim O’Connell, who has been directing the pageant for the past 20 years; 

MaryTheresa Conca for coordinating, and Justin Dery for the beautiful music; 
new parents, Katie & Michael Freeman of James, our baby Jesus; and to all the parents 

who helped make this year’s pageant a success.



View more photos on our 
website - stthomasmoreri.org
in the photo albums.











St. Thomas More Parish counts on your prayers and support and 
we truly appreciate your continued generosity during this difficult time. 

Giving is easy: 
To Donate online:

1.  Go to: FaithDirect.net. - click box “Give Now”
2.  Enter our Church Code: RI147 - click “Give Now”

3.  Enroll in Recurring eGiving or make a One-Time Gift

Your donations can be one-time, weekly or monthly and can be easily monitored 
by you at faithdirect.net.

Thank you to the many new families who have signed up 
for Faith Direct to support our ministries.  Your support allows us to

continue to serve the spiritual and corporeal needs of our parish and wider community.
And, thank you to our many virtual parishoners who continue to support us, 

we appreciate your support too!

https://membership.faithdirect.net/RI147
https://membership.faithdirect.net/RI147
https://membership.faithdirect.net/RI147
https://membership.faithdirect.net/RI147



