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Gaudete!  Rose Colored Candle Means What?
We experience a seemingly visual interruption as Christmas approaches.  Unlike a calendar countdown 
often published by retailers, the Church invites us to experience Gaudete or Joy Sunday in the liturgy. 

Yes, Christmas is approaching, but we do not get more stressed; hopefully, we have more longing to 
celebrate the Solemnity of the Lord’s birth.  I think the rose-colored vestments and candle are a bit 
reminiscent of the joy of the Easter season and colors.

This past week, I was blessed to welcome my dear spiritual friend and brother Fabien Safar from 
Jerusalem. I honestly kept thinking about his arrival and spending time together. Our time together 
did not disappoint, but I think the time of waiting for his arrival with great hope and anticipation is 
similar to what the Church is asking us to do. Have you ever waited for someone you loved to come 
back from the hospital or deployment? Especially if you knew the date and time.

I encourage you to take a few minutes each day until Christmas to pray and meditate on the first 
Christmas. Imagine what Mary and Joseph were experiencing. I think this is the way to have a bit of 
“Gaudete” rest and peace that we all need in the hectic world.

Stressed?  Busy? Anxious about the Christmas holiday? Steal some time with Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.  
Be still, be receptive. Let your imagination run wild as to what it was like. This will give us the joy that 
we all need in these days of coming light and promise.

Fr. Taillon



 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

             
THIS WEEK!



Congratulations to the new Parish Council  
 who begin a 3-year term in January 2026. 

Parish Council Update

Holy Land Update
This past week we were blessed to welcome Fabien Safar 
from Jerusalem to share his testimony of life in the Holy 
Land during the war and his message of peace and hope.

16-22 age group
Harrison Goodwin

Aaron Montoya
23-59 age group
Brooke Easton

Nick Robenhymer
Joe Santos
Lauri Travis

60+ age group
Bert Capuano

Mark Turco

ALL of  the candidates for 
parish council were well voted for, 
a sign that all were amazing and 

loved people.

Great thanks to all who 
presented themselves and to so 
many of you who participated…

a sign of our generous and 
wonderful parish!



THE ST. THOMAS MORE

Knitting Ministry

On Wednesday December 3rd, the St. Thomas More 
Knitting Ministry held their annual collection of hand-made 
items.  They worked all year long to make these beautiful 
pieces, which have been packed to be distributed as 
donations to our homebound parishioners as well as 
several locations including:  The Jonnycake Center,  
The Galilee Mission, Narragansett Senior Center, 
Mother of Life Center, RI Right to Life and St. Patrick’s 
and St. Charles parishes in Providence. 

Above are some of the knitters; in the left photo: 
Mary Eddy, Dolores Lindewall and Angela Del Monico.
Holding the baby hats is Robin Mangan. Missing 
members include Muriel Benjamin, Jackie Mathieu, 
Maria Fera and Ann Alukonis. Thank you to these and 
all of the other very talented members who participate 
in this beautiful ministry.



     

 

This group will meet at 9:30AM
in the St. Thomas More Parish Hall

on the third Wednesday of each month.

The next meetings will be:
December17,  January 21 & February 18

with Dennis Dillon, facilitator 
covering some of the following topics:

 ~ Opening our Hearts ~ Encountering Loss
~ Common Experiences in Our Grief

~ Recognizing shared experiences and emotions
~ Relating to the Outside World

~ Our Relationships with God, Ourselves, and 
Our Grief with Balanced Living

For more info call the parish office at 789-7682.

Saint Thomas More 

Lazarus Bereavement 
Support Group

Second Collection
The 2nd collection this weekend will be 

the Retirement Fund for Religious.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13th
    4 PM – Birthday Remembrance ~ Gus Andolfo 
    5 PM – Anniversary ~ Anne Del Monico 
	                  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14th
    8:30 AM – for the soul of Evelyn Burnham &
                       for the parishioners of St. Thomas More	
   10 AM – Birthday Remembrance ~ 
                   Dr. Thomas McCauley
   11 AM – 12th Anniversary ~ Matthew Gagne

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15th
    9 AM – 23rd Anniversary ~ Lena Ruscito   

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16th
    9 AM – for the soul of Theresa D’Ordine 
   
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17th
    9 AM – Birthday Remembrance ~ Thomas Greene

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18th
    9 AM – for the soul of Alexander Whritenour

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19th
    9 AM – for the soul of Mary O’Brien 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20th
    9 AM – for the souls of Marion & Brian Gillcrist

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20th
    4 PM – for the souls of Ralph & Edith Papa & 
                 Irene Corn 
    5 PM – for the deceased members of the Winters, 
                 Introni & McCarthy Families 
	                  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21st
    8:30 AM – for the deceased members of the 
                       Delaney & Kirwan Families   
   10 AM – for the soul of Philip Joseph Cassidy
   11 AM – for the soul Matt Babcock 

Mark your calendars!

Celebrate the Feast of 
St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara

the Patron Saint of Families

Saturday, January 3, 2026
Holy Mass and Novena

9:00 AM
at St. Thomas More

Refreshments will follow in the parish hall.

“Let there be no day in your life 
in which you did no good to others.”

 -St. Chavara Kuriakose



Happenings around the parish

Venmo  @ StThomas-More-Parish

~ Two easy ways to donate ~

giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/FD-147

Religious Education

There are no Religious Education classes 
during the Weeks of 

Dec. 14, 21, 28, & Jan. 4 
for Christmas Break.

Classes will resume the Week of 
Jan. 11, 2026.

Thank you to all of our 
“Elves” who helped pre-
pare our Chrismas cards 
for mailing.

https://account.venmo.com/u/stthomas-more-parish
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-147
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-147

